MONTAIGNE  ON   HIS 'TRAVELS

1774 It was published, in quarto and in a smaller
form, at Rome and Paris, tinder the editorship of
an industrious man of letters, Meusnier de Quer-
lon. It has been in our own day republished as
an important document for the knowledge of Italy
in the sixteenth century, by Professor Alessandro
D'Ancona> who has added a large body of
scholarly annotations. The original manuscript
has unhappily disappeared. It was evidently
written with no view to publication; the Italian
portion may have been composed not only as a
record of travel but as an exercise in the lan-
guage; the portion in French is sometimes a
series of jottings ill-connected and set down with
no attempt at literary grace; the details of Mon-
taigne's state of health are such as could have
interested no one but himself. Many of these
entries of an invalid have been discreetly omitted
by the latest English translator.

On June 22, 1580, Montaigne bade farewell to
his wife and daughter, who, as It proved, were
not to see him again until the close of November
in the following year. He journeyed to Paris
and thence to the camp outside La Fere, where
the royal army, under Marshal Matignon, was
conducting a siege. According to the report of
a contemporary, which may be more than a
legend, a presentation copy of the Essays was gra-
ciously received by King Henri III., who de-
297try and town as he travelled
